Appl. No. 09/823,697 

Amdt. dated November 2, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of August 5, 2005 



PATENT 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

This Amendment is in response to the Office Action of August 5, 2005, in which 

the Examiner rejected all pending claims 1-3, 5-8, 10-40 and 42-67 under 35 U.S.C. 102 as being 
clearly anticipated by Comwell, Western Union Reports Growth in Late Payment Collection 
Service ("Cornwell"). 

By the present Amendment, Applicants have amended claim 1 and have cancelled 
claims 7, 23, 31, 34-40 and 42-67. Thus claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8, 10-22, 24-30, 32, and 33 are now 
pending. 

Claim 1 has been amended to include features such as the customer "enrolls with 
the payment service provider and thereafter pays funds into the payment account", to fiirther 
recite that the payments are used "to purchase goods and services" from the client, and to recite 
that the payment service provider "issues and assigns" the unique identifier to the customer "after 
enrolling with the payment service provider and for purposes of making payments." Applicants 
note that claim 1 as earlier presented included fiirther distinguishing features such as the unique 
identifier being "configured to provide the customer with access to the payment account to make 
further payments from the payment account without providing the identifying information." 

Corn well, the reference relied on by the Examiner in rejecting the claims, 
discloses a system known as "Quick Collect". The Quick Collect System was referred to in the 
Specification (page 2). Quick Collect provides a payment service currently offered by a business 
unit (Western Union) of Applicants' employer First Data Corporation (the assignee of the present 
Application). A more current description of the Quick Collect system can be found on the 
current website of Western Union, and representative pages from the Western Union Website 
(hereafter "WU Website") are attached hereto. 

Applicants understand, from a telephone conversation between one of Applicants' 
attomeys (Darin Gibby) and the Examiner, that the Examiner may request fiirther information on 
the Quick Collect system from Applicants, and Applicants intend to respond to such request 
when and if formally issued by the Examiner. At present, the Cornwell reference and the 
attached WU Website are the most readily accessible information available to Applicants' 
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attorney. Of course, the WU Website was published after the fiUng date of the present 
application, and it may or may not reflect features of Quick Collect existing on the filing date of 
the present application. It is being provided to the Examiner not as cited prior art, but rather to 
provide the Examiner with the same information currently available to Applicants' undersigned 
attorney. 

Based on Cornwell (and taken in conjunction with the WU Website), it appears 
that the Quick Collect system is not directed to payments for the purchase of goods and services, 
as recited in independent claim 1. Further, there is no "unique identifier" in Quick Collect that is 
issued and assigned by the payment service provider to the customer "after enrolling with the 
payment service provider" and that is used "to provide the customer with access to the payment 
account to make further payments from the payment account without providing the identifying 
information," as also recited in claim 1. 

Based on the forgoing, claim 1, as well as dependent claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 10-22, 
24-30, 32, and 33 which incorporate the limitations of claim 1 as well as recite further 
limitations, are beheved distinguishable from Cornwell. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants beUeve all claims now pending in this 
Application are in condition for allowance. The issuance of a formal Notice of Allowance at an 
early date is respectfully requested. 

If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 
this application, please telephone the undersigned at 303-571-4000. 



espectfuUy submitted, 



Stepnen F. Jewett 
Reg. No. 27,565 

TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 
Two Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor 
San Francisco, California 941 11 -3834 
Tel: 303-571-4000 
Fax: 415-576-0300 

SFJ:bhr 60621920 vi 
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